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“What I’'m doing is also persuasion. If someone says : ‘There is
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“The poetic-workman dabs on certain colours by using the words
and phrases of the various arts.......so that others, as ignorant as
himself, taking their view from words, think he is speaking magni-
-ficiently...so great is the natural charm in this manner of speaking”
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Led rebelliously by Shakti Chattopadhyay and creatively named
by Malay Roy Chowdhury Hungry Generation is an Indian
movement or tendency whose forebearers are Hercules,
Grunewald, later Ramkinkar, Kafka, Jibanananda, Garcia Lorca
and to some extent Spengler. Absolute Surrealism on the one side
and meddledialectics on the other would be logical points
of departure from this movement, asits desparate desireis to
jump out of the shadow into the sun.
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«But Self-Control will be applied more to abstaining from interference
with the freedom of others than to restraining one’s own freedom.”

“Bverything Surreptitious is undesirable, and sex relations which are
serious cannot develop their best possibilities without children and a
common life. Moreover, if a man or woman is young and vigorous,
it is not in the public interest to say : ‘You shall have no more
Children’. Still less is it to the public interest to say what the law does
in fact, say, namely, ‘You shall have no more children unless you
choose a lunatic for their other parent.”’
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“The family is decaying fast, and internationalism is growing slowly.
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The situation, therefore, is one which justifies grave apprehensions.
Nevertheless, it is not hopeless, since internationalism may grow
more quickly in the future than it has done in the past, Fortunately,
perhaps, we cannot foretell the future and we have therefore the
right to hope, if not to expect, that it may be an improvement upon
the present.”
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Let 0 be a point

And listen that point covers no area as such

And has no length nor breadth, not even height.

That is, point is nothing and nothing and somehow zero,

But remember, point is not a zero at all.

And zero has no point over all.

Zero is zero.

Not only that, zero is also a number on the whole.

And any number will never be zero any time.

However, all zeroes are seemingly not equal.

Like, zeroes, all men are not equal.

And all women also are not equal.
Like men & women, all children are not equal in the
world around.
Like children, all equals do not appear to be equal.
And only all equals and unequals are equal in the underground.
8
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Wishing is dreaming
Dreaming is having
Having dreaming
Dreaming die.
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Unhappy men, who roam, on hope deferred
Relying thinking not of painful death.
Here was 7, great in mind and word
Who his young Prime enjoyed but for a breath
In world-edge Lumbini Park, so far from Lesbian-lands.
1 lie a stranger on uncharted strands
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THESIS ON MARX
Or a critical criticism of the idealism of
Marx and the Marxists

[0 The chief defect of all hitherto existing materialism—that of
Karl Marx and the Marxists included—is that they have conceived
of “revolutionary’’, “practical critical”” activity as only political/ideo-
logical activity without grasping the significance of “revolutionary”,
“practical-critical”” activity directly in the realm of the processes of
human material existence. Truly revolutionary political thought
and action can arise, become possible, real and material only when
it arises from truly revolutionary attempts to change the condi-
tions of material existence—the relations of ‘“production and re-
production of immediate life”. The tragic irony of Marx and
Marxists is that though they realised that the production and re-
production of immediate life constituted the “determining moments
of history” or the structural aspect of social orders, yet in practice
they attempted only political or superstructural change without
directly trying to change the structural social relations.

[ The relations of production and reproduction of immediate life
do not exist in society in a generalised, vague, society-wide way
but appear concretely, materially in the relations that obtain in
specific social organisations for carrying out the tasks of produc-
tion and reproduction of immediate life. While Marx and Marxists
recognise the social organisations which carry out the task of
reproduction of life—the family (or in the light of modern social
reality, more accurately the household)—they failed to realise that
even production is carried out by specific social organisations based
on social cooperation among specific individuals to carry out pro-
duction which for convenience we may call firms. This failure to
recognise the concrete, material social organisations which give
concrete, material shape to relations of production and reproduction
hid from them a clear conception of how relations of production
(ROP) and reproduction (RORP) change in history, how first new
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firms and households based on new ROP and RORP respectively
appear on the historical proscenium and how .as these new firms
and households proliferate, they create new social and political
forces. It is only then that political changes begin to take place.
Never ever in history has political change succeeded in bringing about
firms and households with new structural ROP and RORP but it
has always been the way around. The tragedy of the Marxist
is that they have tried to first bring about political change in the
hope that later they may be able to create firms and households
with new structural ROP and RORP. A hope which they should
have known was sure to be belied as they were already aware that
structural change precedes | superstructural (political) change. In
practice they contradicted their own theory.

[J Political activity which is confined to making attacks against
only the political superstructure of any social status quo (the state
machinery) and irrespective of whether these attacks are armed or
unarmed, parliamentary or extra-parliamentary, overground or
underground or a combination of all these, remains essentially non-
revolutionary and even when it appears to have achieved success
(asin all previous socialist revolutions) in reality fails to break
the structural status quo. It is then only a matter of time before
the essentially intact status quo explodes the myth of apparent
political change and returns with great vengeance (as has happened
in all so-called socialist countries, Soviet Russia and China included).
Truly revolutionary activity aims at breaking the status quo right
from the very beginning by creating new collectively owned
communist firms based on direct consumption of production rather
than a wage system (thus changing the ROP) and new collective/
communist households based on group marriage (thus changing
the RORP). Itis only in the process of bringing about these struc-
tural changes that truly revolutionary political and other super-
structural needs arise and truly revolutionary political activity
become possible. As a result of failing to understand this, the ironic
tragedy of Marx and the Marxists have been that the more revo-
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lutionary they have tried to be politically the less revolutionary
they have actually been in practice in terms of bringing about
structural change in society.

[ The tragic irony of all hitherto Marxists, including Marx himself,
is that they have all along realised that the breakdown of all class-
riven exploitative social orders and their transition to class-less,
egalitarian, non-exploitative social order implies the withering away
and final abolition of the state machinery and yet in practice
they have contradicted their own theory and have all along ad-
vocated state ownership of the means of production—something
which if established would make it practically impossible for the
state to wither away and get abolished. On the contrary, state
ownership can survive only so long as it intervenes in the life of
the people in an extremely pervasive and fascist way. For the
people, the fascism of state ownership is worse than the fascism
inherent in bourgeosie democracy. Genuine class-less, egalitarian,
non-exploitative social orders can be hoped to be created only when
collective households based on group marriage collectively own and
operate production units (firms). Each such collective firm house-
hold combination can then become a self-governing, truly demo-
cratic state in itself. The state as we know it withers away and
instead there remains only the need to build exchange and coopera-
tion relations among the collective household-firm combinations to
bring the entire world (the people as well as the means of production)
effectively under the control of the whole people without there
being any need for a separate fascist state machinery which sits on
the shoulders of the people in an oppressive way.

[J The main task of any social superstructure (the state machinery,
legal framework, cultural and ideological patterns) is to maintain
the social structural status quo. Hence, the weaker the structure
of any social order becomes as a result of inner contradictions, the
stronger that society tries to make its superstructure. Thus we find
today that world capitalism is weak and is increasingly becoming
weaker everyday structurally—its economy (or firms based on
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capitalist/precapitalist ROPs) is constantly facing the threat of being
wiped out by recession or depression while in.the realm of the
family the more developed a capitalist country is the higher is the
rate of divorce (or the rate of breakdown of the family) in that
country. But superstructurally the world capitalist state is the
strongest ever and is increasingly becoming stronger under the
leadership of the American military machine and not only does it
threaten to wipe out any political activity aimed at breaking the
status quo but it also has the strength to do so. The tragedy of all
hitherto Marxists has been their total failure to understand this
primary military issue—the true dispensation of the enemy’s forces.
As a result they have all along chosen to attack the enemy where
he is strong (the state machinery) without attacking where he is
weak (the economy and the family). The attempt to change the status
quo by setting up collective household-firm combines which are
collectively organised internally but which operate as business units
externally, is not only the only scientific way to change the status
quo but is also bound to succeed in changing this status quo
because it adopts the correct military strategy of attacking the enemy
where the concentration of forces is weak while skilfully by-passing
the points where the enemy’s concentration of forces is strong.
Collective household-firm combinations which are organised on the
basis of direct consumption of their products by their members
rather than a wage system and which consciously produce a market-
able surplus aimed at giving tough competition to capitalist enter-
prises have the inherent strength to drive more and more capitalist
enterprises out of business in the market place while at the same
time bring more and more means of production under the direct
control of the people. If skilfully managed, these units can operate
within the capitalist legal framework under the very nose of the
capitalist state machinery without the state being able to do any-
thing to stop their proliferation until these household-firm combines
proliferate enough and become strong enough to directly take on
the capitalist state machinery and destroy it completely.
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[J The Marxists have tried to change the world only politically, in
various ways : the point, however, is to change it structurally by
changing the relations of production and reproduction, i.e. by creat-
ing collective/communist firms owned and operated by collective/
communist households based on group marriage. []
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SINHA SANITATION
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Balmer Lawrie & Co. Ltd.

(A Government of India Enterprise)
21, NETAJI SUBHAS ROAD, -
CALCUTTA-700 001

Tele : 220-6871 to 74
220-6875 to 79,
220-5407 to 09

Telex : 021-7435 & 021-2341 BLCA IN

Fax : 243-4478
243-4479
248-3768
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& Off-Set Printing
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